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It is quite unnecessary to reject phrenology ; we may retain
it, and congratulate ourselves on a fresh conquest in the sphere
of the sciences of ohservation, if we hold the doctrine of pre-
vious existences. Phrenology is most naturally explained, in
fact, by that doctrine. When it enters on the occupation of
a human body, the soul lends to the cerebral matter, which is
the seat of thought, a certain modification, a predominance in
harmony with the faculties which that soul possesses at the
period of its birth, and which it has acquired in an anterior
animal or human existence. The brain is moulded by the soul
into conformity with its proper aptitudes, its acquired facul-
ties -, then the bony covering of the skull, which moulds itself
upon the cerebral substance within its cavity, reproduces and
gives expression to our predominant faculties. The ancients
who said, Corpus cordis opus (the body is the work of the
soul, or the soul makes its body), expressed this same idea
with energetic conciseness.

There^ is, therefore, no need to excuse a murderer, there is
no need to deny his free will, there is no need to spare
him the just chastisement of his crime. It is not because
there are certain protuberances on his skull that the murderer
dips his hands in the blood of his victims. These protiibe-
rances are only the external indications of the evil and vicious
propensities with which he was born, by which he might
have been warned and corrected, and which he might have
conquered by the strength of his will, by a real and ardent
desire to restore his deformed and vicious soul to rectitude.
It is always possible, by adequate effort, to surmount the evil
inclinations of one's nature; every one of us can resist